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and orderly fashion. Its thirty-eight pages and excellent bibliography were
not written as textbook material but rather as answers to the questions,
"What is Audiology?" and "Why?"
Dr. Canfield defines audiology by discussing its component special fields
of endeavor and justifies it as a developing professional speciality on the
basis of results obtained in the military and Veterans Administration pro-
grams. Throughout, it emits a fervent plea for the organization of
diagnostic, therapeutic, and rehabilitative measures into a system of therapy
for those with defective hearing.
EDWARD H. TRUEX, JR.
COAGULATION, THROMBOSIS, AND DICUMAROL. By Shepard Shapiro and
Murray Weiner. New York, Brooklyn Medical Press, 1949. xi + 131
pp. $5.50.
This book is written primarily for clinicians and clinical pathologists who
are faced with the practical problems of dicumarol administration. It is well
established that dicumarol lowers mortality from thromboembolic disease,
but the effects of the drug are delayed, cumulative, and prolonged, and
there is much variation in the response of different individuals. Therefore,
the drug must be administered with knowledge of the dicumarol effect and
with careful laboratory control in each case. Then, the desired therapeutic
effect . . . be achieved with minimal danger of hemorrhage.
The difficulty of gauging from any in vitro test the tendency to thrombose
or the tendency to bleed is fully appreciated by the autlhors. Moreover,
they emphasize that the one-stage "prothrombin-time" does not measure
percentage of prothrombin. Nevertheless, experience has shown the
"prothrombin-time" to be a useful indicator of dicumarol effect.
In dealing with blood coagulation theory, the authors are in the position
of impartial reviewers; and their discussion could hardly avoid the
divergent concepts now prevailing. On the practical side, Shapiro and
WVeiner are leaders in their field. The Link-Shapiro modification of the
Quick test has found wide use. Their extensive clinical studies, along with
the experiences of others, are briefly and lucidly summarized. There is an
interesting chapter on dicumarol levels in plasma and an appendix of
laboratory procedures.
J. H. MIILSTONE
A YEAR WITH OSLER, 1896-1897. NOTES TAKEN AT His CLINICS IN
THE JOHNS HOPKINS HOSPITAL. By Joseph H. Pratt. Baltimore, The
Johns Hopkins Press, 1949. xx + 209 pp. $4.00.
July 12, 1949 marked the centennial of the birth of Sir William Osler,
and demonstrations all over the world of affectionate remembrance have
clearly shown that he still exerts a profound influence on his profession. Of
the many forms that the tributes have taken, probably none would have
pleased Sir William more than the publication of notes from one of his
early clinical lecture courses at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. Carefully
prepared, with due attention to historical backgrounds and current refer-